
    A plateau is an elevated area with a more or less levelled land on its top.                                            On the basis of their geographical location and structure of rocks, classified as-  

       They are also called as high plains or tablelands.                                                                                                                 - Intermontane plateaus 

          National Geographic describes plateaus as flat and elevated landform that rises                                                                   - Piedmont plateaus 

                            sharply above the surrounding area on at least one side.                                                                                           - Continental plateaus 

              Usually, plateaus are formed when magma which is located deep inside the earth,                                                           - Volcanic plateaus 

                      pushes towards the surface but fails to break through the crust. As a result, these                                                    - Dissected plateaus 

                                  magma ends up lifting large, impenetrable rock above it.  

                       The plateaus cover about 18% of the earth’s land surface. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  The plateaus which are bordering the mountain ranges or are partly or                                                    Plateaus which is situated at the foot of a mountain and is locked on the 

                                                  fully enclosed within them are the intermontane plateaus.                                                                 other side by a plain or a sea is called as a piedmont plateau. 

                             The word ‘intermontane’ means ‘between mountains’.                                                                               They are also called as Plateaus of denudation as the areas once were high  

                      Intermontane plateaus are the highest in the world.                                                                                             to the level of mountains, have now been reduced to the foot level of the 

               The Plateau of Tibet is an example of the intermontane plateau which is surrounded by                                                          mountain by various agents of erosion. 

                 the fold mountains like the Himalayas, the Karakoram, the Kunlun and the Tien Shah.                               The Malwa Plateau is an example of piedmont plateau. 
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  They are formed either by an extensive continental upliftment or by the spread                                    The volcanic plateau is the one which is formed by the small volcanic eruptions.  

               of horizontal basic lava sheets completely covering the original topography.                                     The lava flow of these eruptions slowly builds up over time and hence plateau formed. 

      This kind of plateaus shows an abrupt elevation in contrast to the nearby lowland or sea.                         There are two main types: lava plateaus and pyroclastic plateaus. 

           The Continental Plateaus are also known as Plateaus of Accumulation.                                                         Lava plateaus are formed by highly fluid basaltic lava during numerous successive 

                  Plateau of Maharashtra is an example of the continental plateau.                                                                     eruptions through numerous vents without violent explosions. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                      Pyroclastic volcanic plateaus are produced by massive pyroclastic flows and they 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 are underlain by pyroclastic rocks. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                             An example is North Island Volcanic Plateau or the Waimarino plateau.             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                      The causes of the formation of the plateaus are -  

                         An upward movement in the earth’s crust forms dissected plateau.                                                 Thermal Expansion- The plateaus formed by the thermal expansion of lithosphere. 

                 The cause behind the upward movement is the slow collision of the tectonic plates.                           Crustal Shortening- The plateaus formed by thrusting of one block of crust over 

            Dissected plateaus are distinguishable from orogenic mountain belts by the lack of folding,                                               another or sliding of one block of crust over another. 

              metamorphism, extensive faulting, or magmatic activity that accompanies orogeny.                            Volcanism – The plateaus formed by the volcanic activity 

      An example of the dissected plateau is the stable Colorado Plateau or Colorado Plateau Province. 
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It is the plateau of eastern Rajasthan.                                                                                            The Malwa Plateau roughly forms a triangle based on the Vindhyan Hills, bounded by the Aravali 

   The average elevation is 250-500 m above sea level and it slopes down eastwards.                       Range in the west and Madhya Bharat Pathar to the north and Bundelkhand to the east. 

  It is made up of sandstone, shales and limestones of the Vindhayan period.                             This plateau has two systems of drainage; one towards the Arabian sea (The Narmada, the Tapi 

     The Banas river, along with its tributaries originate in the Aravali Range and flow                  and the Mahi), & the other towards the Bay of Bengal (Chambal and Betwa, joining the Yamuna). 

                            towards northwest into Chambal river.                                                                            It is composed of extensive lava flow and is covered with black soils. 

        The erosional activity of these rives make the plateau top appear like a rolling plain.                   This is a rolling plateau dissected by rivers. In the north, the plateau is marked by the  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Chambal ravines. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                   Chotanagpur plateau represents the north-eastern projection of the Indian Peninsula.                                             Garo-Rajmahal Gap separates this plateau from the main block. 

                Mostly in Jharkhand, northern part of Chhatisgarh and Purulia district of West Bengal.                                       The plateau is formed by Archaean quartzites, shales and schists. 

             The Son river flows in the north-west of the plateau and joins the Ganga.                                                            The plateau slopes down to Brahmaputra valley in the north and the Surma 

          The average elevation of the plateau is 700 m above sea level.                                                                                                                                      and Meghna valleys in the south.  

       This plateau is composed mainly of Gondwana rocks.                                                                                                The western, central and the eastern parts of the plateau are known as the Garo 

   The plateau is drained by numerous rivers and streams in different directions and presents a                                           Hills (900 m), the Khasi-Jaintia Hills (1,500 m) and the Mikir Hills (700 m). 

             radial drainage pattern.                                                                                                                           Shillong (1,961 m) is the highest point of the plateau. 
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           It covers an area of about five lakh sq km.                                                                                               The Maharashtra Plateau lies in Maharashtra. 

              It is triangular in shape and is bounded by the Satpura and the Vindhya in the                                 It forms the northern part of the Deccan Plateau. 

                 north-west, the Mahadev and the Maikal in the north, the Western Ghats in                                    Much of the region is underlain by basaltic rocks of lava origin. 

                           the west and the Eastern Ghats in the east.                                                                                        The area looks like a rolling plain due to weathering. 

                  Its average elevation is 600 m.                                                                                                                            The entire area is covered by black cotton soil known as regur. 

                       It rises to 1000 m in the south but dips to 500 m in the north. 

                          Rivers have further subdivided this plateau into a number of smaller plateaus. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

                     Most of the minerals in the world are found in plateaus. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           The edges of plateaus form waterfalls which provide ideal sites for generating 

                    Also known as the Mysore plateau, Lies to the south of the Maharashtra plateau.                                                                                                  hydel power. 

                The area looks like a rolling plateau with an average elevation of 600-900 m.                                              The higher parts of the plateaus even in tropical and sub-tropical regions have 

             The general trend of the hills is either parallel to the Western Ghats or across it.                                                                                            a cool climate. 

         The highest peak (1913 m) is at Mulangiri in Baba Budan Hills in Chikmaglur district.                                     Plateaus have large grassland areas suitable for animal rearing 

        The plateau is divided into two parts called Malnad and Maidan.                                                                Plateaus are richer in minerals and hence used for agriculture as the soil is very fertile. 

    The plateau tapers between the Western Ghats and the Eastern Ghats in the south and merges with the Niligiri hills there.  
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