
     Planning Commission constituted a Working Group in 1962 to find out a desirable                                           Planning Commission in July 1977 constituted the Task Force under the  

                                                            minimum level of living for the population.                                                                                                                            Chairmanship of Dr. Y. K. Alagh. 

              The Working Group recommended that the national minimum consumption expenditure                          Alagh Committee is the first to come up with an official poverty line. It  

                  for a household of five persons should be not less than Rs.100 per month or Rs.20 per                                                    recommended  a poverty line based on calorie intake.  

                                                               capita per month in terms of 1960-61 prices.                                                          It considered people who consume less than 2100 calorie in Urban areas as  

                   For urban areas, this figure was Rs.125 per month or Rs.25 per capita per month to                                                   poor whereas in rural areas it is 2400 calories.  

                                                       cover the higher prices there.  
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              Expert Group under the chairmanship of Suresh D. Tendulkar was constituted by                                 The Planning Commission, in 1989, constituted the Expert Group on Estimation of  

                     the Planning Commission in December 2005.                                                                                                                         Proportion and Number of Poor, submitted Report in J1993 

         It suggested a shift away from calorie-based model and focused on nutritional                                     The Expert Group did not redefine the poverty line. It retained the one defined by the  

                        outcomes and included health, education, transport and electricity.                                             Task Force Alagh committee which was at national level in rural and urban areas.  

   It is based on spending per individual over a fixed period for an essential basket of goods                     It disaggregated these national poverty lines into state-specific poverty lines in order to  

 It set Rs 27 for rural areas and Rs 33 in urban areas for consumer spending as the reference                                                                                                reflect the inter-state price differentials. 

          limit and based on this they estimated that 21.5% of the Indian population as poor.   
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               In 2012, the Planning Commission constituted a new expert panel on poverty estimation, chaired by C Rangarajan  

               It has taken monthly consumption expenditure per person or per household as a tool for calculating poverty lines.  

                  Based on this 972 INR (Rs 32 per day) in rural areas and 1407 INR (Rs 47 per day) in urban areas is calculated based on 2011 to 2012  prices.  

                     According to this estimate, poverty in India stood at 29.5% in 2011-12 which is significantly higher than the Tendulkar model. 

                         The group went for separate rural and urban poverty lines as there is huge complexity associated with them. 

                             There are two components in this method 

                                                  Food component 

                                                  Non food component such as – Education, Clothing, Conveyance, House rent, Behaviour related expenditures 
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