
   The public distribution system (PDS) is an Indian food Security System established under                                It helped in stabilising food prices and making food available to the poor at  

                                    the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food, and Public Distribution.                                                                                                                 affordable price. 

     PDS evolved as a system of management of scarcity through the distribution of food grains                           It helps in ensuring Food and Nutritional Security of the nation. 

                                                        at affordable prices.                                                                                                        It maintains the buffer stock of food grains in the warehouse so that the flow of 

       PDS is operated under the joint responsibility of the Central and the State Governments.                                    food remain active even during the period of less agricultural food production. 

          Central government is responsible for procurement, storage, transportation, and                                               It has helped in redistribution of grains by supplying food from surplus regions  

                  bulk allocation of food grains, the State governments hold the responsibility for                                                                    of the country to deficient regions. 

                                                                                 distributing the same to the consumers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Evolution of public distribution of grains in India had its origin in the 'rationing' 

                   system introduced by the British during World War II. 

     Till 1992, PDS was a general entitlement scheme for all consumers without any specific target.                                   The steps involved are  

   In 1992, PDS became RPDS (Revamped PDS) focussing the poor families, especially in the                                                          1- Procurement of food grains  

                                  far-flung, hilly, remote and inaccessible areas.                                                                                                        2- Storage of food grains  

   In 1997 RPDS became TPDS (Targeted PDS) which established Fair Price Shops for the distribution                                           3- Allocation for families  

                                               of food grains at subsidized rates.                                                                                                                 4- Transportation of food grains 

 In September 2013, Parliament enacted the National Food Security Act, 2013. The Act relies  

       largely on the existing TPDS to deliver food grains as legal entitlements to poor households. 
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The center is responsible for procuring food grains from farmers at a Minimum Support Price.                   According to the storage guidelines of the FCI, food grains are normally stored in  

  This is intended to provide price support to farmers and incentivize the production.                                                              covered godowns and silos. 

     Two types of procurement, Centralised Procurement, and decentralized procurement.                               In case if FCI has insufficient storage space, it hires space from various agencies such 

      Centralized procurement is carried out by the FCI(Food corporation of India) where FCI                                 as the central and state warehousing corporations (CWC, SWC), state government 

                                                                                           buys crops directly from farmers.                                                                                                             agencies and private parties. 

          Decentralized procurement is a central scheme under which 10 states/Union Territories                             Main issue with storage is inadequate storage capacity with FCI. 

                                  procure food grains for the central pool at MSP on behalf of FCI. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  The responsibility of distributing food grains is shared between the center  

            The central government allocates food grains from the central pool to the state                                                                                                                       and states. 

         governments at uniform Central Issue Price (CIP) for the distribution through PDS.                                                 The center, specifically FCI, is responsible for the interstate transport of food  

     State Government to identify the eligible households in each state. Apart from that                                                     grains from procuring to consuming states, as well as delivering grains to  

            allocation of food grains within State, issue of Ration Cards and supervision of the                                                                                           the state godowns. 

             functioning of Fair Price Shops (FPSs) etc. rest with the State Governments.                                                   Once FCI transports grains to the state depots, distribution of food grains to end  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               consumers is the responsibility of state governments.l 
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Make goods available to consumers, especially the disadvantaged /vulnerable                                               Identification of beneficiaries 

                                          sections of society at fair prices.                                                                                         Shortfall in storage capacity with FCI against the central pool stock 

     Rectify the existing imbalances between the supply and demand for consumer goods.                               Rising Subsidy and financial burden 

        Check and prevent hoarding and black marketing in essential commodities.                                                 Inconsistent quality 

         Ensure social justice in distribution of basic necessities of life.                                                                          Corruption and leakages 

          Even out fluctuations in prices and availability of mass consumption goods.                                                  Lack of transparency in the selection of procedure of PDS dealers 

            Support poverty-alleviation programmes, particularly, rural employment programmes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              Its bias towards the urban consumers and inability to reach to the last corner of the country. 

                                       Some states such as Bihar and UP were virtually out of the PDS network. 

                                  There are no criteria of monitoring the high-income group purchases more than low income purchases. 

                              The coverage and network of PDS does not ensure that the poorest or the poor is benefited 

                          Consumers get inferior food grains in ration shops. because, the dealers replace good supplies received from the F.C.I, with inferior stock, 

                        Issue of the bogus cards in large numbers which are used to procure the grains from the PDS and sell them in open market. 

                   The dealers have little profit so indulge in malpractices. 
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   Adhaar Linked and digitized ration cards, this allows online entry and verification of beneficiary data. It also enables online tracking of monthly entitlements and off-take  

                                                                                                                                        of foodgrains by beneficiaries. 

        Fair Price Shops automated by installing ‘Point of Sale’ device to swap the ration card. It authenticates the beneficiaries and records the quantity of subsidized grains. 

          Under the Direct Benefit Transfer scheme, cash is transferred to the beneficiaries’ account, they will be free to buy food grains from anywhere in the market.  

             Use of Global Positioning System (GPS) technology to track the movement of trucks carrying foodgrains from state depots to FPS which can help to prevent diversion. 

                Allows monitoring by citizens so they can register their mobile numbers and send/receive SMS alerts during dispatch and arrival of TPDS commodities 

                     Public Grievance Redressal Machineries, such as a toll-free number for call centers to register complaints or suggestions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        Reduce the percentage of beneficiaries under NFSA in the rural (from 75% to 60%) and urban areas (from 50% to 40%).  

                                  Government should defer implementation of NFSA in states that have not done end to end computerization. 

                               Reduce the current coverage of 67% of the population under NFSA to 40% (comfortably cover BPL families and some even above that) 

                          The amount of food grains should be increased to 7kg/person from the present 5kg grain per person. 

                        Economic Survey 2020-21: The Central Issue price (CIP) should be revised upwards; Coverage of the beneficiaries under NFSA should be reduced. 

Different reforms undertaken  
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