Citizenship is the status of a person recognized under law as being a legal member
of a sovereign state or belonging to a nation.

Constitution provide some specific article only for citizen that is article 15, 16, 19, 29 and 30
Article 15 - Right against discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place

The term citizenship entails the enjoyment of full membership of any State in
which a citizen has civil and political rights.
Articles 5 to 11 (Part II) of the Constitution deals with the provisions of Citizenship.

of birth
Article 16 - Right to equality of opportunity in the matter of public employment
Article 19 - Right to freedom of speech and expression, assembly, association,
movement, residence and profession

Introduction

Articles 29 and 30 - Cultural and educational rights

Citizens of India
Constitutional right only for citizen

Constitutional provision

According to the Constitution, the following four categories of persons became the citizens of India at its commencement i.e., on January 26, 1950:
A person who had his domicile in India and also fulfilled any one of the three conditions, viz., if he was born in India; or if either of his parents was born in India; or if he has been
ordinarily resident in India for five years immediately before the commencement of the Constitution, became a citizen of India.
A person who migrated to India from Pakistan became an Indian citizen if he or either of his parents or any of his grandparents was born in undivided India and also fulfilled any one
of the two conditions viz., in case he migrated to India before July 19, 1948, he had been ordinarily resident in India since the date of his migration; or in case he
migrated to India on or after July 19, 1948, he had been registered as a citizen of India.
A person who migrated to Pakistan from India after March 1, 1947, but later returned to India for resettlement could become an Indian citizen. For this, he had to be resident
in India for six months preceding the date of his application for registration.
A person who, or any of whose parents or grandparents, was born in undivided India but who is ordinarily residing outside India shall become an Indian citizen. if he has been registered
as a citizen of India by the diplomatic or consular representative of India in the country of his residence.

The Citizenship Act of 1955 prescribes five ways of acquiring citizenship,
Citizenship by birth

A person born in India on or after January 26, 1950 but before July 1, 1987 is a citizen of
India by birth irrespective of the nationality of his parents.

Citizenship by descent

A person born in India on or after July 1, 1987 is considered as a citizen of India only

Citizenship by registration

if either of his parents is a citizen of India at the time of his birth.

Citizenship by naturalization

Those born in India on or after December 3, 2004 are considered citizens of India only if both

By incorporation of territory (by the Government of India)

of their parents are citizens of India or one of whose parents is a citizen of India and the
other is not an illegal migrant at the time of their birth.

Acquisition of Citizenship

Citizenship by birth
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Citizenship by descent

A person born outside India on or after January 26, 1950, shall be a citizen of India by descent if his father or mother is a citizen of India at the time of his birth.
A person born outside India on or after December 10, 1992 is considered as a citizen of India if either of his parents is a citizen of India at the time of his birth.
December 3, 2004 onwards, a person born outside India shall not be a citizen of India by descent, unless his birth is registered at an Indian consulate within one year of
the date of birth or with the permission of the Central Government, after the expiry of the said period.
Children of those who are citizens of India by descent, as also children of noncitizens who are in service under a government in India, may also take advantage of this provision and
become Indian citizens by descent.

Any person who is not already an Indian citizen by virtue of the provisions of the Constitution or those of this Act can acquire citizenship by registration
if that person belongs to any one of the following categories:
a person of Indian origin who is ordinarily resident in India for seven years before making an application for registration;
a person of Indian origin who is ordinarily resident in any country or place outside undivided India
a person who is married to a citizen of India and is ordinarily resident in India for seven years before making an application for registration;
minor children of persons who are citizens of India
a person of full age and capacity whose parents are registered as citizens of India
a person of full age and capacity who has been registered as an overseas citizen of India cardholder for five years, and who is ordinarily resident in India for
twelve months before making an application for registration.
Citizenship by registration
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Citizenship by naturalization

By incorporation of territory

Any person who does not come under any of the categories mentioned above
can acquire Indian citizenship by naturalisation if his application for the same has

If any foreign territory becomes a part of India, the Government

been accepted by the Government of India and certificate is granted to him to that effect.

of India specifies the persons who among the people of the

An applicant for a naturalisation certificate satisfies if He is not a citizen of a country which prohibits

territory shall be the citizens of India.

Indians from becoming citizens of that country by naturalization, He has renounced the citizenship of
the country to which he belonged, He is of good character, He has adequate knowledge of a language
specified in the Constitution etc.

Such persons become the citizens of India from the notified date.

The Citizenship Act, 1955 cites three reasons for the termination of citizenship

If an Indian citizen wishes, who is of full age and capacity, he can relinquish citizenship of India

Voluntary Renunciation

by his will.

By Termination

When a person relinquishes his citizenship, every minor child of that person also loses Indian

By Deprivation

citizenship. However, when such a child attains the age of 18, he may resume
Indian citizenship.
Voluntary Renunciation

Abolition of Indian Citizenship
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By Termination
By Deprivation

The Constitution of India provides single citizenship. It means an Indian
person can only be a citizen of one country at a time.
If a person takes the citizenship of another country, then his Indian citizenship
ends automatically. However, this provision does not apply when India is busy in war.

The Government of India may terminate the citizenship of an Indian citizen if Citizen has disrespected the Constitution
Has obtained citizenship by fraud
The citizen has unlawfully traded or communicated with the enemy during a war.
Within 5 years of registration or naturalisation, a citizen has been sentenced to 2 years
of imprisonment in any country.
Citizen has been living outside India for 7 years continuously.

Article 5. Citizenship at the commencement of the Constitution
Article 6. Rights of citizenship of certain persons who have migrated to India from Pakistan
Article 7. Rights of citizenship of certain migrants to Pakistan
Article 8. Rights of citizenship of certain persons of Indian origin residing outside India
Article 9. Persons voluntarily acquiring citizenship of a foreign State not to be citizens
Article 10. Continuance of the rights of citizenship
Article 11. Parliament to regulate the right of citizenship by law
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