
   Democratic governments are classified into parliamentary and presidential on the                       The executive is responsible to the legislature for its policies and acts.  

       basis of nature of relations between the executive and the legislative organs of                              Also known as cabinet government or responsible government or Westminster model  

                                                                       the government.                                                                                                                                            of government. 

       The Constitution of India provides for a parliamentary form of government, both                               It is prevalent in Britain, Japan, Canada, India among others.  

           at the Centre and in the states. Articles 74 and 75 deal with the parliamentary                                   Ivor Jennings called the parliamentary system as ‘cabinet system’ because 

                           system at the Centre and Articles 163 and 164 in the states.                                                                   the cabinet is the nucleus of power in a parliamentary system. 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   The greatest advantage of the parliamentary system is that it ensures 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        harmonious relationship and cooperation between the legislative and  

                        The presidential system of government is one in which the executive is                                                                           executive organs of the government. 

                        not responsible to the legislature for its policies and acts, and is constitutionally                                 The parliamentary system establishes a responsible government. The ministers 

                                independent of the legislature in respect of its term of office.                                                           are responsible to the Parliament for all their acts of omission and commission.  

               The presidential government is also known as non-responsible or non-parliamentary                          The executive authority is vested in a group of individuals (council of ministers). 

                                                        or fixed executive system of government.                                                                    This dispersal of authority checks the dictatorial tendencies of the executive. 

         It is prevalent in USA, Brazil, Russia, Sri Lanka among others.                                                                    Parliamentary system represent Wide representation.        
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          The parliamentary system does not provide a stable government. There is no guarantee                        Presidential system is more stable than parliamentary system, it establishes a stable 

                                                         that a government can survive its tenure.                                                                     executive which does not depend upon the fluctuating will of the legislature.  

             The parliamentary system is not conductive for the formulation and implementation                                 The tenure of the executive is fixed and, therefore, the policy is carried without  

                                                            of long-term policies.                                                                                                                                            any fear or favour. 

                When the ruling party enjoys absolute majority in the Parliament, the cabinet becomes                           President can appoint anyone as secretaries. The top administrators are 

                                                           autocratic and exercises nearly unlimited powers.                                                       therefore experts in the field of administration to which they are assigned.  

                 The parliamentary system is not conducive to administrative efficiency as the ministers  

                                                                         are not experts in their fields. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   The Constitution-makers were somewhat familiar with the parliamentary  

                     Conflict between legislature and executive.                                                                                                                            system as it had been in operation in India during the British rule. 

              By its very nature, the Presidential system establishes a non- responsible                                                     The framers of the Constitution wanted to avoid the conflicts between the  

                government. The ministers are not responsible to the Parliament for all                                                    legislature and the executive which are bound to occur in the presidential system 

                                                their acts of omission and commission.                                                                                                                  prevalent in USA. 

        The presidential system appears to be autocratic because the President is empowered to                        India is a land of diversity therefore representation from every field is guaranteed in  

                                                                          act more or less in his discretion.                                                                                                   the Parliamentary system 

    The fixed term of office of the executive also curtails responsiveness to public opinion.                            The Parliamentary function under well written rule and procedures. 
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