
 India is a federal system but with more tilt towards a unitary system of government.                                 Indian Constitution possesses following unitary or non-federal features like -  

     It is sometimes considered a quasi-federal system as it has features of both a federal                             - Strong Centre, States Not Indestructible, Single Constitution, Emergency Provisions, 

                                                                          and a unitary system.                                                                           - Flexibility of the Constitution, No Equality of State Representation, Single Citizenship, 

       Unitary Features of constitution make a centralized government.                                                                 -  Integrated Judiciary, All-India Services, Integrated Audit Machinery,  

           It is a government in which all powers held by the government belong to a single,                              -  Parliament’s Authority Over State List, Integrated Election Machinery 

                                                                             central agency. All power is top down.                                          - Appointment of Governor, Single Constitution, Parliament’s Authority Over State List 

                                                                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       The Constitution has made the Centre very strong.                                                                                               

                    The division of powers is in favour of the Centre and highly inequitable from                                               The Indian Federation is “an indestructible Union of destructible states”.  

                                                                                                   the federal angle.                                                                       Unlike in other federations, the states in India have no right to territorial 

                  The Union List contains more subjects than the State List.                                                                                                                                  integrity. 

            The more important subjects have been included in the Union List.                                                                    The Parliament can by unilateral action change the area, boundaries or name of  

          The Centre has overriding authority over the Concurrent List.                                                                                     any state. it requires only a simple majority and not a special majority.                      

       The residuary powers have also been left with the Centre.  
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    The President of India an declare three different types of emergency rules under                                      The constitution is a blend of flexibility and rigidity. 

     Articles 352, 356 and 360 for an act of foreign aggression or internal armed rebellion,                               The process of constitutional amendment is less rigid than what is found in other  

       failure of constitutional machinery in a State and financial emergency respectively.                                                                                                             federations. 

        During an emergency, the Central government becomes all powerful and the states go                              The bulk of the Constitution can be amended by the unilateral action of the  

                                          into the total control of the Centre.                                                                                                             Parliament, either by simple majority or by special majority. 

          It converts the federal structure into a unitary one without a formal amendment of the                               Further, the power to initiate an amendment to the Constitution lies only with  

                                        Constitution.                                                                                                                                                                                              the Centre. 

           This kind of transformation is not found in any other federation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

                   In India, only single citizenship is available to citizens. They cannot be citizens                                        The Indian Constitution has established an integrated judicial system with the  

                                                                                               of the state as well.                                                                                          Supreme Court at the top and the state high courts below it. 

               All citizens irrespective of the state in which they are born or reside enjoy the same                            The civil and the criminal laws are codified and are applicable to the entire country.  

                                                                      rights all over the country.                                                                   To ensure their uniformity, they are placed in the Concurrent List. 

      This helps in increasing the feeling of nationality as it forges unity amidst regional and cultural differences.  

   The other federal states like US, Switzerland and Australia have dual citizenship, that is, national  

                                                            citizenship as well as state citizenship. 
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 The Constitution has certain special provisions to ensure the uniformity of the administrative                            There is bicameralism in India but in the Council of States, States have not been  

         system and to maintain minimum common administrative standards without impairing                                                          given equal representation. 

                                            the federal principle.                                                                                                                        The states are given representation in the Rajya Sabha on the basis of  

     In India, the Centre and the states have their separate public services. But, in addition, there are                                     population. Hence, the membership varies from 1 to 31. 

             all-India services (IAS, IPS, and IFS) which are common to both the Centre and the states.                                    In an ideal federal system, all the states should have equal representation. 

       The members of these services are recruited and trained by the Centre which also possess  

                                                           ultimate control over them.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
            The Election Commission, a body appointed by the President, is in charge of                                                    The Comptroller and Auditor-General (CAG) of India has an organisation  

                  conducting elections not only to Parliament and to other elective offices of the                                                  managed by the officers of the Indian Audit and Account Services, a  

                                                     Union, but also to those of the State Legislature.                                                                      central service, who are concerned not only with the accounts and 

            This body is constituted by the President and the states have no say in this matter.                                                 auditing of the Union Government but also those of the States. 

   The position is same with regard to the removal of its members as well.                                                             His appointment and removal is done by the president without consulting the  

                                                                                                                                                                                                           states. Hence, this office restricts the financial autonomy of the states.  
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        The governor, who is the head of the state, is appointed by the President.                                                         Usually, in a federation, the states have the right to frame their own Constitution  

           He holds office during the pleasure of the President.                                                                                                 separate from that of the Centre. In India, on the contrary, no such power is  

             He also acts as an agent of the Centre.                                                                                                                                               given to the states. 

               This enables the Union Government to exercise control over the State administration.                                  The Constitution of India embodies not only the Constitution of the Centre  

                 The American Constitution, on the contrary, provided for an elected head in the                                             but also those of the states. Both the Centre and the states must operate  

                            states. In this respect, India adopted the Canadian system.                                                                                                       within this single-frame. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         Even in the limited sphere of authority allotted to them, the states do not have exclusive control.  

                    The Parliament is empowered to legislate on any subject of the State List if Rajya Sabha passes a resolution to that effect in the national interest.  

               This means that the legislative competence of the Parliament can be extended without amending the Constitution. Notably, this can be done when there is no emergency of any kind. 
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