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BRITISH CULTURAL POLICIES IN INDIA

After the battles at Plassey (1757) and Buxar (1764), British rulers faced many 

difficulties in governing the regions they had won. 

Orientalists 

 Popular scholars and administrators: Warren Hastings, William Jones and 

Jonathan Duncan. 

 Their Ideology: Depicted India’s past in a way that was in consonance with the 

needs of the colonial administration.

 Important Institutions :

 the Calcutta Madrassa founded by Warren Hastings (1781), 

 the Asiatic Society of Bengal founded by William Jones (1784) and 

 the Sanskrit College at Banaras founded by Jonathan Duncan (1794).



SOCIAL CHANGES IN MODERN INDIA

BRITISH CULTURAL POLICIES IN INDIA

The Asiatic Society of Bengal published the journal Asiatick

Researches .

N. B. Halhed published a Code of Gentoo Laws in 1776 - To provide

a precise idea of the customs and manners of Hindus.

Fort William College founded by Wellesley in 1801 to train the

young British recruits to the civil service in India was primarily

meant to make local British administrators familiar with Indian

culture and tradition.
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Influence of Ideas on administrative and economic policies

 Lord Cornwallis, the Governor General, was influenced by the 18th century Whig

political philosophy.

 In the Whig philosophy, the main organs of the government, i.e. executive,

legislative and judiciary should be separate.

 Cornwallis’ policy of Permanent Settlement for Bengal, Bihar and Orissa in 1793

laid the foundation of a strong Whig policy in the governance of Bengal.

 The Charter Act of 1813 abolished Company’s monopoly of trade with India.
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SOCIO-RELIGIOUS REFORMS (Bengal Renaissance) 

BRAHMO SAMAJ

 Rammohan Roy ,the most notable reformer of the modern times founded 

Atmiya Sabha in 1814 and discussed important social and political questions of 

the time.

 In 1828, its enlarged edition was called the Brahmo Sabha which was later 

renamed Brahmo Samaj. 

 He spearheaded for abolition of practice of becoming sati.

With the support of  William Bentinck (Governor General), in 1829, the custom of 

sati was formally abolished.

 He also condemned polygamy and many other forms of subjugation of women.
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SOCIO-RELIGIOUS REFORMS (Bengal Renaissance) 

BRAHMO SAMAJ

 Roy was also an advocate of modern education. 

 He opened an English school as well as a Vedanta college (1825). 

 He was a firm believer in the concept of one God.

 He was opposed to idolatry and found Upanishads as the basis of true Hinduism.

 He was not opposed to English education and spread of western knowledge.
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BENGAL RENAISSANCE 

 After Roy’s death in 1833, the Brahmo Samaj was given a definite shape and 

popularized beyond Calcutta under the leadership of Debendranath Tagore who 

joined in 1842. 

 Debendranath Tagore wrote Brahmo Covenant. This Covenant was a statement 

of the creed of the Samaj and made a list of the duties and obligations of its 

members.

 Keshab Chandra Sen took the activities of the Samaj beyond Bengal and into UP, 

Punjab, Madras and Bombay. He laid stress on universalism in religion.  His 

radicalism brought him into opposition with Debendranath.

 In 1866, the Samaj was formally divided into Adi Brahmo Samaj (headed by 

Debendranath) and the Brahmo Samaj of India (headed by Keshab Chandra).



SOCIAL CHANGES IN MODERN INDIA

Bengal Renaissance (Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar)

 He was an active proponent of education of girl child.

With the help of an Englishman named Bethun, he set up many schools devoted 

especially to girl child. 

 He forcefully attacked child marriage and polygamy. He was a strong advocate of 

widow remarriage.

 It was due to his active mobilization of support that the Widows’ Remarriage Act 

was passed in 1856 legalizing all widow remarriages. 

 He set a personal example when his son Narayan married a widow.
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RAMAKRISHNA MISSION

 This movement began under an ascetic and priest Gadadhar Chatterjee or Swami

Ramakrishna Paramhansa (1836–86) who achieved inner peace around 1871–2.

 He preached universality of all religions and favoured preserving beliefs and rituals

of Hinduism. Among his important disciples was Narendra Nath or Swami

Vivekananda who accepted Ramakrishna as his guru in 1885.

 He spread the message of spiritual Hinduism in America and Europe during his

tour of 1893–97. He established Ramakrishna Mission in 1897 and set up a Math

at Belur.

 He was opposed to degeneration in religion, manifold divisions, caste rigidities,

practice of untouchability, superstitions etc. He believed that India had to learn

work ethics, forms of organization and technological advances from the West.
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REFORM MOVEMENTS IN WESTERN INDIA

 Karsondas Mulji and Dadoba Pandurang- formed Manav Dharma Sabha in 1844

and Paramhansa Mandali in 1849.

 The Prarthana Samaj was founded in 1867 by Atmaram Pandurang.

 Mahadev Govind Ranade, who ran the Deccan Education Society, was the real force

working behind the Prarthana Samaj.

 This Samaj denounced idolatry, priestly domination, caste rigidities and preferred

monotheism.

 Ranade sought to establish the concept of one compassionate God.
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Arya Samaj 

 It started in the western India and the Punjab, and gradually spread to a large part 

of the Hindi heartland. It was founded by Dayanand Saraswati (1824-83). 

 In 1875, he wrote Satyarth Prakash. Dayanand called for a ritual-ridden Hindu 

religion based on the preaching of the Vedas. 

 He opposed child marriage, multiplicity of castes, puranas, polytheism, idolatry, 

and domination of the priestly class. 

 He adopted Hindi for reaching out to the masses. 
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Arya Samaj

 Dayanand Anglo Vedic Trust and Management Society was founded in 1886.

 The two wings of the Arya Samaj, i.e. DAV wing and the Gurukul wing had

differences on the question of education but were united on important political

and social issues of the time.

 In the 1890s, the Arya Samaj also raised the issue of cow slaughter and formed

gaurakshini sabhas (or the cow protection societies).
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REFORM MOVEMENTS AMONG MUSLIMS

Sayyid Ahmad Khan (1817–98) called for the study of European 

science and technology. 

He asked his Muslim brethren to adopt some positive features of the 

English society like its discipline, order, efficiency and high levels of 

education. 

He founded the Mohammedan Anglo Oriental College at Aligarh in 

1875. 
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IMPACT OF REFORM MOVEMENTS

 They set a strong background for the national liberation movement against the 

British imperialism.  Some women reformers such  as Pandita Ramabai in western 

part, Sister Subbalaksmi in Madras and  Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain in Bengal played 

a prominent role in the social life of the 19th century

 Reform movements helped the growth of a modern middle class which was 

conscious of its rights. 

 Some Indian reformers also protested British attempts to pass those laws which 

they thought interfered with their religion and society. E.g., the Age of 

Consummation of marriage by raising the age of consent from 10 to 12. 

 We can also see that some of these reform movements also worked towards 

polarization along communal lines.
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RISE OF WESTERN EDUCATION IN INDIA

 Through the Charter Act 1813 missionaries were allowed to spread western

literature and teachings of Christianity through English medium.

Macaulay was of the opinion that support to English education in India would

create “a class of persons Indian in blood and colour, but English in taste”.

 The Wood’s Dispatch - a comprehensive scheme dominated education policy in the

second half of the 19th century and firmly put the European model on the map of

Indian education.

 The Hunter Commission made a large number of recommendations. It laid special

emphasis on primary education whose control ought to be transferred to district

and municipal boards.
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GROWTH OF PRESS IN INDIA

 During the 19th century, a large number of newspapers in local languages also

started. James Augustus Hickey published the first newspaper in India named The

Bengal Gazette in 1780.

 Some important papers were The Calcutta Chronicle (1786), The Madras Courier

(1788), and The Bombay Herald (1789). These early newspapers in English were

meant primarily for the European and Anglo-Indian community staying in India.

 Lord Wellesley (1796–1804) imposed strict regulations through the Censorship of

the Press Act in 1799.

 This Act warranted that all content was to be cleared by the Secretary to the

Government.
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 Lord Hastings (1813–23) relaxed some of these laws in 1818 and removed the pre-

censorship of the press.

 The officiating Governor General, Charles Metcalfe (1835–36) was a supporter of free

press. He removed the regulations of 1823.

 Metcalfe’s Press Act just wanted publishers to give a declaration about the place and

premises of the publication.

 Most serious restriction on the growth of Indian language newspapers was Lord

Lytton’s Vernacular Press Act of 1878. The Act attempted to stifle any opposition to

the government voiced in the local languages of the country. This Act was repealed

in 1882 by Lord Ripon - a very popular Viceroy among Indians for his liberal views

and measures.
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