
JUDICIARY



JUDICIARY

NEED FOR AN INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY

 Disputes are bound to arise between individuals, between groups and

between individuals or groups and government in any society.

 To settle the disputes in accordance with the principle of rule of law we

need an independent body.

 This idea of rule of law implies that all individuals are subjected to the

same law.
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 The principal role of the judiciary is to protect rule of law and ensure 

supremacy of law. 

 Judiciary safeguards rights of the individual, settles disputes in accordance 

with the law and ensures that democracy does not give way to individual or 

group dictatorship. 

 In order to be able to do all this, it is necessary that the judiciary is 

independent of any political pressures.  
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MEANING OF INDEPENDENCE OF JUDICIARY: 

 The other organs of the government like the executive and legislature must

not restrain the functioning of the judiciary in such a way that it is unable to

do justice.

 The other organs of the government should not interfere with the decision

of the judiciary.
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MEANING OF INDEPENDENCE OF JUDICIARY: 

 Judges must be able to perform their functions without fear or favour. 

 Independence of the judiciary does not imply arbitrariness or absence of 

accountability. 

 Judiciary is a part of the democratic political structure of the country. It is 

therefore accountable to the Constitution, to the democratic traditions and 

to the people of the country.
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INDEPENDENCE OF JUDICIARY ENSHRINED IN THE CONSTITUTION 

OF INDIA

 The legislature is not involved in the process of appointment of judges.

 The judges have a fixed tenure. Only in exceptional cases, judges may be 

removed.

 The judiciary is not financially dependent on either the executive or 

legislature.

 The judiciary has the power to penalize those who are found guilty of 

contempt of court.
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THE SUPREME COURT

 The Supreme Court is at the apex of the Indian judicial system.

 Judiciary, as the third organ of the government, has important

roles to play. It settles the disputes, interprets laws, protects

fundamental rights and acts as guardian of the Constitution.

 The original Constitution of 1950 envisaged a Supreme Court with

a Chief Justice and 7 puisne Judges - leaving it to Parliament to

increase this number.
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