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LEGISLATURE

THE COMMITTEES OF PARLIAMENT

 The committees play a vital role not merely in law making, but also in the

day-to-day business of the House.

 Some of the functions are:

 In-depth study of the issue under consideration while making the law.

 Studying the demands for grants made by various ministries,

 looking into expenditure incurred by various departments,

 investigating cases of corruption etc.
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THE COMMITTEES OF PARLIAMENT

 Since 1983, India has developed a system of parliamentary standing

committees. There are over twenty such departmentally related

committees.

 Standing Committees supervise the work of various departments, their

budget, their expenditure and bills that come up in the house relating to

the department.

 Joint Parliamentary Committees (JPCs), whose members are selected from

both Houses discuss a particular bill or for the purpose of investigating

financial irregularities.
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SMOOTH CONDUCT OF BUSINESS IN PARLIAMENT

 The presiding officer of the legislature is the final authority in matters of

regulating the business of the legislature.

 An amendment to the Constitution was made (52nd amendment act) in

1985. This is known as anti-defection amendment.

 It has also been subsequently modified by the 91st amendment.

 The presiding officer of the House is the authority who takes final

decisions on all such cases.
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SOME IMPORTANT PARLIAMENTARY TERMS

 “Calling Attention” – A procedure whereby a Member calls the attention of

a Minister to a matter of urgent public importance , the Minister makes a

brief statement thereon and thereafter the Members seek clarifications.

 "Casting Vote"-The vote cast by the Chairman, or a Member acting as

such in the House and by the Chairman or a Member acting as such in a

Committee, in the case of an equality of votes on a matter.
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SOME IMPORTANT PARLIAMENTARY TERMS

 “Demand for Grants”-Earmarking of budgetary allocation for meeting the plan

and non-plan expenditure of a Ministry/Department.

 "Expunction"-Deletion of words, phrases or expressions from the proceedings or

records of Rajya Sabha by an order of the Chairman for being defamatory or

indecent or unparliamentary or undignified.

 "Finance Bill"-A Bill ordinarily introduced every year to give effect to the

financial proposals of the Government of India for the following financial year

and includes a Bill to give effect to supplementary financial proposals for any

period.
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SOME IMPORTANT PARLIAMENTARY TERMS

 “Half-an-Hour Discussion”-A Member with the permission of the Chairman

may raise a discussion on a matter of sufficient public importance which

has been the subject of a recent oral or written question and the answer to

which needs elucidation on a matter of fact

 "Ordinance" - A law made by the President in exercise of the powers

vested in him under article 123 of the Constitution.

 “Private Members’ Resolution”- A resolution, on a matter of general public

interest, a Member, other than a Minister, on a day allotted for Private

Members Resolutions which is in the form of a declaration of opinion by

the House or in such other form as the Chairman may consider

appropriate.
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 Question Hour"-The first hour of a sitting of the House allotted for

asking and answering of questions. (48) "Question of Privilege"-A

question involving a breach of privilege either of a member or of

the House or of a Committee thereof or a contempt of the House.

 "Quorum" -The minimum number of members required to be

present at a sitting of the House or a Committee for valid

transaction of its business, which is one-tenth of the total number of

members of the House, as provided under article 100(3) of the

Constitution
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Some Important Parliamentary Terms

 "Starred Question"-A question to which a member wishes to have an oral

answer on the floor of the House and which is distinguished by an asterisk.

 "Subordinate Legislation"-Rules, regulations, orders, schemes, bye-laws, etc.

having the force of law, framed by the Executive or other subordinate authority

in pursuance of the power conferred on it by the Constitution or delegated to

it by an Act of Parliament.
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Some Important Parliamentary Terms

 "Supplementary question" – A Question asked by any member when called by

the Chairman for the purpose of further elucidating any matter of fact

regarding which an answer has been given during the question hour.

 "Unstarred Question"--A question which is not called for oral answer in the

House and the written answer to such a question is deemed to have been laid

on the table.

 "Whips" – Members drawn from the party in power and the parties/groups in

opposition to perform specified functions and form vital links in the internal

organization of a party inside Parliament.
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