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FUNDAMENTALS 

 Legislatures are elected by the people and work on behalf of the

people.

 A representative, efficient and effective legislature is must for a

genuine democracy.

 The legislature also helps people in holding the representatives

accountable- the very basis of representative democracy.

 The term ‘Parliament’ refers to the national legislature. The

legislature of the States is described as State legislature.
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COMPOSITION OF THE PARLIAMENT

 The Parliament has two Houses–Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha. 

 Rajya Sabha is upper House and represents the States of India.

 Lok Sabha is lower House. It is also called popular House because it 

represents the people of India. 

 The President is an integral part of the Parliament though he is not a 

member of the either House.
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UNICAMERAL &  BICAMERAL LEGISLATURE

 When there are two houses of the legislature, it is called a bicameral 

legislature. 

 The Constitution has given the States the option of establishing either 

a unicameral or bicameral legislature.

 At present only six States have a bicameral legislature namely,

 Andhra Pradesh

 Bihar

 Karnataka

 Maharashtra

 Telangana

 Uttar Pradesh
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ADVANTAGES OF A BICAMERAL LEGISLATURE 

 It gives representation to all sections in the society and all

geographical regions or parts of the country with large size and

much diversity.

 A bicameral legislature makes it possible to have every decision

reconsidered as every decision taken by one house goes to the

other house for its decision.

 This ensures a double check on every matter.
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RAJYA SABHA: MEMBERSHIP AND ELECTION

 Rajya Sabha or the Upper House of the Parliament is a permanent body as it

cannot be dissolved. However, one-third Members of Rajya Sabha retire

after every second year.

 The membership of the Rajya Sabha cannot exceed 250. Out of these, the

President nominates 12 members on the basis of their excellence in

literature, science, art and social service and the rest are elected. At present

its total membership is 245(233+12).

 Rajya Sabha is the body representing States in Indian Union.

 The elected members of the States’ Legislative Assemblies elect the

members of the Rajya Sabha on the basis of proportional representation

through the single transferable vote system.
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 But all the States do not send equal number of members to the Rajya

Sabha.

 Their representation is decided on the basis of population of respective

States.

 While the big State like UP has been assigned 31 seats, the smaller states

like Sikkim and Tripura send only one member each.

 Delhi Assembly elects three members of Rajya Sabha and Pondicherry

sends one member. Other Union Territories are not represented in the

Rajya Sabha.
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RAJYA SABHA: TENURE 

 Every member of Rajya Sabha enjoys a safe tenure of six years. 

 They are entitled to contest again for the membership. 

 But a Structure of Government member elected against a mid-term vacancy serves 

the remaining period only. This system of election ensures continuity in the working 

of Rajya Sabha.

 According to the RPA 1951, one should be registered as a voter in the State from 

which he/she is seeking election to the Rajya Sabha. But in 2003 provisions were 

made regarding the elections to Rajya Sabha- (i) Any Indian citizen can contest the 

Rajya Sabha elections irrespective of the State in which he resides; (ii) elections are to 

be conducted through open voting system.
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LOK SABHA

 The maximum strength of the House envisaged by the Constitution is 550,

which is made up by election of up to 530 members to represent the States

and up to 20 members to represent the Union Territories.

 At present there are 543 constituencies. This number has not changed since

1971 census.

 The Lok Sabha is elected for a period of five years.
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 The Lok Sabha and the State Legislative Assemblies are directly elected by the

people.

 One representative is elected from each constituency through universal adult

suffrage where the value of vote of every individual would be equal to

another.

 The Lok Sabha can be dissolved if no party or coalition can form the

government or if the Prime Minister advises the President to dissolve the Lok

Sabha and hold fresh elections.
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