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ELECTION SYSTEMS in INDIA

 First Past the Post System: In this system whoever has more votes than all other

candidates, is declared elected. The winning candidate need not secure a

majority of the votes.

 Proportional Representation: Once the votes are counted, each party is allotted

the share of seats in the parliament in proportion to its share of votes. Each

party fills its quota of seats by picking those many of its nominees from a

preference list that has been declared before the elections.

 In India, we have adopted PR system on a limited scale for indirect elections.

The Constitution prescribes a third and complex variation of the PR system for

the election of President, Vice President, and for the election to the Rajya

Sabha and Vidhan Parishads.
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WHY DID INDIA ADOPT THE FPTP SYSTEM?

 The reason for the popularity and success of the FPTP system is its simplicity.

 The entire election system is extremely simple to understand even for common

voters. There is also a clear choice presented to the voters at the time of

elections.

 Voters have to simply endorse a candidate or a party while voting. The FPTP

system offers voters a choice not simply between parties but specific

candidates.

 The FPTP system generally gives the largest party or coalition some extra bonus

seats, more than their share of votes would allow.

 Finally, the FPTP system encourages voters from different social groups to come

together to win an election in a locality.
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DISADVANTAGES OF PR SYSTEM

 In PR systems, voters are often asked to choose a party and the

representatives are elected on the basis of party lists. As a result, there is no

one representative who represents and is responsible for one locality

 PR based election may not be suitable for giving a stable government in a

parliamentary system.

 PR system may not produce a clear majority because seats in the legislature

would be divided on the basis of share of votes.

 In a diverse country like India, a PR system would encourage each

community to form its own nation-wide party.
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Election Commission of India

 Article 324: (1) The superintendence, direction and control of the preparation

of the electoral rolls for, and the conduct of, all elections to Parliament and to

the Legislature of every State and of elections to the offices of President and

Vice President held under this Constitution shall be vested in a Commission

(referred to in this Constitution as the Election Commission).

 To assist the Election Commission of India there is a Chief Electoral Officer in

every state.

 The Election Commission is not responsible for the conduct of local body

elections.

 The State Election Commissioners work independently of the Election

Commission of India and each has its own sphere of operation.
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 The Election Commission of India can either be a single member or a multi-

member body. The Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) presides over the

Election Commission, but does not have more powers than the other Election

Commissioners.

 The CEC and the two Election Commissioners have equal powers to take all

decisions relating to elections as a collective body.

 They are appointed by the President of India on the advice of the Council of

Ministers. They are appointed for a six year term or continue till the age of 65,

whichever is earlier.

 The CEC can be removed before the expiry of the term, by the President if both
Houses of Parliament make such a recommendation with a special majority.
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Recognition of Political Parties 

 One of the important functions of the EC is to recognize political parties as all India (National) or State 

(Regional) Political Parties.

 A political party shall be treated as a recognized political party in a State, if and only if the political 

party fulfills any of the following conditions:

 At General Elections or Legislative Assembly elections, the party has won 3% of seats in the legislative 

assembly of the State ( subject to a minimum of 3 seats).

 At a Lok Sabha General Elections, the party has won 1 Lok sabha seat for every 25 Lok Sabha seat 

allotted for the State.

 At a General Election to Lok Sabha or Legislative Assembly , the party has polled minimum of 6% of 

votes in a State and in addition it has won 1 Lok Sabha or 2 Legislative Assembly seats.

 At a General Election to Lok Sabha or Legislative Assembly, the party has polled 8% of votes in a State.
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For National Status:

 The party wins 2% of seats in the Lok Sabha (11 seats) from at least 3 different States.

 At a General Election to Lok Sabha or Legislative Assembly, the party polls 6% of votes in 

four States and in addition it wins 4 Lok Sabha seats.

 A party gets recognition as State Party in four or more States.

National People’s Party: INC, BJP, BSP, NCP, CPI, CPI(M) , Trinamool Congress and The NPP.

 The NPP got the status of national party in 2019, after it was recognized as a state party in 

four states.

 It is the eighth party to get the recognition .It is also the first party from Northeast India to 

be recognized as a national party.
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Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) and Voter Verifiable Paper Audit 

Trail (VVPAT) – some facts

 The use of electronic voting machines (EVMs) in some booths of the Paravur Assembly 

constituency in Ernakulam were introduced in the constituency in the 1982 polling, a first in the 

country.

 EVMs manufactured in 1989-90 were used on experimental basis for the first time in 16 

Assembly Constituencies in the States of Madhya Pradesh (5), Rajasthan (5) and NCT of Delhi (6) 

at the General Elections to the respective Legislative Assemblies held in November, 1998.

 EVMs can cater to a maximum of 64 candidates. There is provision for 16 candidates in a 

Balloting Unit. If the total number of candidates exceeds 16, a second Balloting Unit can be 

linked parallel to the first Balloting Unit. Similarly, if the total number of candidates exceeds 32, 

a third Balloting Unit can be attached and if the total number of candidates exceeds 48, a fourth 

Balloting Unit can be attached to cater to a maximum of 64 candidates.

 In case the number of contesting candidates goes beyond 64 in any constituency, EVMs cannot 

be used in such a constituency. The conventional method of voting by means of ballot box and 

ballot paper will have to be adopted in such a constituency.
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 The EVMs have been devised and designed by Election Commission in collaboration with two

Public Sector undertakings viz., Bharat Electronics Ltd., Bangalore and Electronic Corporation of

India Ltd., Hyderabad.

 The VVPAT units were used across all constituencies in India in the 2019 general elections, however,

in 2014, VVPATs were used in eight constituencies.

 In April 2019, the Supreme Court ruled that it is mandatory for the Election Commission to carry

out physical counting of VVPAT slips in five random EVMs in each parliamentary constituency in

the 2019 general election.

 The Supreme Court junked a plea by a Trinamool Congress (TMC) leader seeking 100 per cent

matching of Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) slips with the Electronic Voting Machine

(EVM) vote count.

 Data shows a 100 per cent match between EVMs and VVPATs, which proves its accuracy and

authenticity. The result of these two machines in these last assembly elections reconfirms its

genuineness as earlier.
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NOTA

 The NOTA option was first used in the 2013 assembly elections held in four states 

(Chhattisgarh, Mizoram, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh), and the Union Territory of Delhi

 The NOTA option on EVMs has no electoral value. Negative voting will lead to a systemic 

change in polls and political parties will be forced to project clean candidates. 

 If the right to vote is a statutory right, then the right to reject a candidate is a fundamental 

right of speech and expression under the Constitution.

 The main objective of the ‘NOTA’ option is to enable electors who do not wish to vote for 

any of the candidates to exercise their right to reject without violation of the secrecy of 

their decision.
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 On 27 September 2013, the Supreme court of India ruled that the right to register a

"none of the above" vote in elections should apply, while ordering the Election

Commission to provide a button for the same in the electronic voting machines.

 Before the NOTA option came in existence, people casting negative votes were

required to enter their names in a register and cast their vote on a separate paper

ballot. Under Section 49 (O) of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961, a voter could

enter his electoral serial number in Form 17A and cast a negative vote.

 The presiding officer would then put a remark in the form and get it signed by the

voter. This was done to prevent fraud or misuse of votes. This provision was, however,

deemed unconstitutional by the SC as it did not protect the identity of the voter.
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RIGHT TO RECALL (RTR)

 Right to recall is a right to basically ‘de-elect’ the representative from the 

legislature with direct vote, which is initiated by a minimum number of voters. It is 

one of the post-election measures to ensure the accountability of representatives 

to voters.

 Right to recall has been successfully implemented and exercised in the local 

bodies of some of the states such as Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Bihar and 

Rajasthan. 

 Last year the Haryana Assembly on Friday passed a Bill which provides the right 

to recall members of Panchayati Raj institutions to those who elected them in 

case they fail to perform.



Z

THANK YOU


