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CENTRE-STATE RELATIONS

 From time to time, States have demanded that they should be given more 

powers and more autonomy. Some of the area where tussle goes on are: 

 Demands for Autonomy- ‘Autonomy’ refers to different things for different 

States and parties.

 Role of Governors and President’s Rule.

 Demands for New States

 Interstate Conflicts
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SPECIAL PROVISIONS

 The most extra-ordinary feature of the federal arrangement created in

India is that many States get a differential treatment.

 The Constitution has some special provisions for some States given

their peculiar social and historical circumstances.

 Most of the special provisions pertain to the north eastern States

(Assam, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, etc.) largely due to

their sizeable indigenous tribal population with a distinct history and

culture.
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SPECIAL PROVISIONS

 However, these provisions have not been able to stem alienation and 

the insurgency in parts of the region. 

 Special provisions also exist for hilly States like Himachal Pradesh and 

some other States like Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Gujarat, Maharashtra, 

Sikkim and Telangana.
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SPECIAL PROVISIONS: JAMMU AND KASHMIR HAD 

 The other State which had a special status was Jammu and Kashmir

(J&K) (Art. 370).

 According to Article 370, the concurrence of the State was required for

making any laws in matters mentioned in the Union and Concurrent

lists. This was different from the position of other states.

 The remaining difference between the other States and the State of

J&K were that no emergency due to internal disturbances could be

declared in J&K without the concurrence of the State.
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SPECIAL PROVISIONS: JAMMU AND KASHMIR HAD 

 The Union government could not impose a financial emergency in the State

and the Directive Principles did not apply in J&K.

 Amendments to the Indian Constitution (under Art. 368) could apply in

concurrence with the government of J&K.

 At present, the special status given under 370 NO LONGER EXISTS. By the

Jammu and Kashmir reorganization Act 2019, the State has been bifurcated

into two Union Territories viz., (i) Jammu and Kashmir and (ii) Ladakh.



FEDERALISM

FEDERAL ISSUES RAISED BY STATES:

 One Fundamental aspect of our Governance is the fiscal federalism which

provides the autonomy of the states to raise revenue and undertake

expenditure according to their priorities and needs.

 India’s Fiscal Federalism needs to be restructured around the four pillars

namely Finance Commission, NITI Aayog, GST and decentralization in order

to eliminate the inadequacies of vertical and horizontal imbalances

 The refusal of the Central government of its legal commitment to

compensate for Goods and Services Tax (GST) shortfall on account of lower

revenue.
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 The recent Farm Acts which allow farmers to sell their produce outside the

Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC) and aim to promote inter-

state trade. However, the Acts encroach upon the State list.

 The amendment in banking regulations by bringing cooperative banks under

the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) supervision.
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