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RIGHTS

 Rights, liberty and equality are three inter-related themes; possession and

enjoyment of rights without any distinction makes liberty and equality

meaningless.

 A proper definition of right has three ingredients. First, it is a claim of the

individuals.

 However, not every claim can be a right; the claim should be of a common

interest or something which is capable of universal application.

 Secondly, a claim of the individual must receive social recognition. For instance,

an individual’s claim that receives social recognition if every individual wills in

the same direction.



BASIC CONCEPTS OF INDIAN POLITY

RIGHTS

 Finally, we come to the point of political recognition. Rights are, like moral

declarations, until they are protected by the state.

 The state translates socially recognized claims of moral rights into terms of law

and thereby accords them legal recognition.

 It, therefore, acts like a coercive agency to prevent the operation of selfish wills

of the individuals.

NATURAL RIGHTS AND LEGAL RIGHTS:

 Natural and legal rights are two types of rights theoretically distinct. Natural

rights, also called inalienable rights, are considered to be self-evident and

universal.
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 They are not contingent upon the laws, customs, or beliefs of any particular

culture or government.

 Legal rights, also called Statutory rights, are bestowed by a particular

government to the governed people and are relative to specific cultures and

governments.

 They are enumerated or codified into legal statutes by a legislative body.
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FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

 By fundamental rights we mean those rights which form the essential

conditions of good life and which constitute the essentials of human

progress.

 In the absence of these rights the growth and development of human

personality is not possible.

 In order to make them inviolable they are enshrined in the constitutions of

democratic countries.

 People are ensured fundamental rights through constitutions in India,

Japan, USA, France, Switzerland, etc. If any of the fundamental rights is

violated, the person concerned can go to the court and seek help.
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DUTIES

 As a member of society or the state, a man must behave in a way which is good for all 

and which is helpful in promoting the welfare of society. 

 Society calls upon the individuals to follow certain norms. These are obligations or duties. 

Thus a duty is an obligation. 

 As a member of society or state, the individual has to observe these obligations of society.

What is a right in regards to one’s self is a duty in regard to others. 

 Rights and duties are the two sides of a same coin. If one looks at them from one’s own 

standpoint, they are rights; one looks at them from the standpoint of others, they are 

duties. 

 In the absence of duties, rights become insignificant and duties are fruitless in the 

absence of rights. A valid claim is both a duty and right. 
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THE CONCEPT OF HUMAN RIGHTS

 Human rights are commonly understood as inalienable fundamental rights to

which a person is inherently entitled simply because she or he is a human being.

 The concept of human rights is based on the belief that every human being is

entitled to enjoy her/his rights without discrimination. Human rights differ from

other rights in two respects.

 Firstly, they are characterized by being:

 Inherent in all human beings means they do not have to be purchased or to be

granted

 Inalienable, it cannot be taken away within qualified legal boundaries and

 Equally applicable to all.
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 Secondly, the main duty to protect the human rights falls on states and their

authorities, not on individuals.

 Furthermore, any disputes about these rights should be submitted for

adjudication through a competent, impartial and independent tribunal.

 The specific nature of human rights reveals that they are essential preconditions

for human development.

 Human rights are applicable on relations both between individual and the state

and between individuals themselves.

 Regardless of its application the responsibility falls down the government. A

government not only has an obligation to refrain from violating human rights,

but also has a duty to protect the individual from infringements by other

individuals.
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DEMOCRACY

 As per different definitions, democracy implies that form of government in

which the sovereign power of the state is vested in the people as a whole

and the government derives its ultimate authority from them.

 People are the ultimate source of the state power and they take part in the

government directly or through their representatives so that public policy

is made to conform to the will of the people in order to achieve the

common welfare of the people.

 It may be noted here that democracy is based on freedom, equality and

social justice.

 The citizens in a democracy enjoy certain basic civil, political and legal

rights and freedoms.
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 At the same time, a democratic government must create equal opportunities for

all in the socio- economic spheres.

 In other words, there should prevail social justice in a democracy whereby the vast

inequalities of wealth are eliminated and distribution of wealth takes place in an

equitable manner.

 In this context, democracy has been defined as a society based on equal

opportunity and individual merit, rather than hierarchy and privilege. It has also

been described as a system of welfare and redistribution aimed at narrowing

social inequalities.

Kinds of Democracy : As a form of government, there are two types of democracy-

 Pure or Direct Democracy

 Indirect or Representative Democracy
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GANDHIAN VIEW ON DEMOCRACY

 Gandhi's ideal society was based on democracy without state. It is an 

enlightened anarchy in which social life is based not on external but on internal, 

that is moral restrain. 

 In such a society there is no relationship of command and obedience, superior or 

inferior.  Everybody rules over himself and regulates his own action in the 

interests of the society because he is a social animal. 

 He regarded the state as an instrument on coercion and compulsion which goes 

against the free moral development of the individual. 

 Gandhi's concept of state and democracy is based on truth, non- violence, 

Trusteeship and decentralization. 
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MARXIAN VIEW

 The Marxist view is fundamentally opposed to liberal democracy believing that

the capitalist state cannot be democratic by its nature, as it represents the

dictatorship of the bourgeoisie.

 Marxism views liberal democracy as an unrealistic utopia. This is because they

believe that in a capitalist state all "independent" media and most political parties

are controlled by capitalists and one either needs large financial resources or to

be supported by the bourgeoisie to win an election.

 Lenin (1917) believed that in a capitalist state, the system focuses on resolving

disputes within the ruling bourgeoisie class and ignores the interests of the

proletariat or labour class which are not represented and therefore dependent on

the bourgeoisie's good will.
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Nationalism

 The term “nationalism” is generally used to describe two phenomena:

 The attitude that the members of a nation have when they care about their

national identity, and The actions that the members of a nation take when seeking

to achieve (or sustain) self-determination.

 First one raises questions about the concept of a nation (or national identity),

which is often defined in terms of common origin, ethnicity, or cultural ties, and

specifically about whether an individual’s membership in a nation should be

regarded as non-voluntary or voluntary.

 Second one raises questions about whether self-determination must be

understood as having full statehood with complete authority over domestic and

international affairs, or whether something less is required.
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