
RISE OF NATIONALISM AND 

NATIONALIST MOVEMENT 

IN INDIA



RISE OF NATIONALISM AND NATIONALIST 

MOVEMENT IN INDIA

 Nationalism: Broadly, nationalism means loyalty and devotion to a nation. It is a

consciousness or tendency to exalt and place one nation above all others,

emphasizing promotion of its culture and interests as opposed to those of other

nations.

The origin and growth of Indian Nationalism

1. Socio-economic Background :

 Implications of the New Land Tenures

 Laissez Faire Policy and De-industrialization and their Impact on Indian Artisans

 Famines and Emigration of Indians to Overseas British Colonies
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2. Western Education and its Impact:

 Education in Pre-British India

 Contribution of Colonial State: Macaulay System of Education

 Role of Educated Middle Class

 Contribution of Missionaries

3. Social and Religious Reforms

4. Other Causes 

 Memories of 1857

 Racial Discrimination

 Repressive as well as Exploitative Measures against Indians

 Role of Press

 Invoking India’s glorious Past
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Birth of Indian Associations

MADRAS NATIVE ASSOCIATION :

 One of the first attempts to organise and vent the grievances against the

British.

 An association of landed and business classes of the Madras Presidency

formed on 26 February 1852.

 Gajula Lakshminarasu, who inspired the foundation of MNA, was a

prominent businessman in Madras city.

 It lacked a national political character, which could represent every section

of the society. The Indian National Congress filled this void.
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MADRAS MAHAJAN SABHA (MMS)

 On 16 May 1884, the first meeting of  the Madras Mahajana Sabha was held.

 The prominent participants were: G. Subramaniam, Viraraghavachari, Ananda 

Charlu, Rangiah, Balaji Rao and Salem Ramaswamy.

 Later the MMS was amalgamated with the Indian National Congress.
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INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS (INC)

 In December 1884, Allan Octavian Hume, a retired English ICS officer, presided over a 

meeting of the Theosophical Society in Madras.

 The formation of a political organisation that would work on an all India basis was 

discussed and the idea of forming the Indian National Congress emerged in this meeting. 

 The Indian National Congress was formed on 28 December 1885 in Bombay. Apart from 

A.O Hume, another important founding member was W C. Banerjee, who was elected the 

first president.

 One of the main missions of the INC was to weld the Indians into a nation.

 The INC acted as a common political platform for all the movements that were being 

organised in different parts of the country. 
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Contributions of Early Nationalists

 Most stalwarts of the early freedom movement were involved in journalism. They 

used to educate the common people about the colonial oppression and spread 

nationalist ideas through their writings.

 Dadabhai Naoroji founded and edited two journals called Voice of India and Rast

Goftar.

 Surendranath Banerjea edited the newspaper called Bengalee.  Bal Gangadhar 

Tilak edited Kesari and Mahratta.

 Dadabhai Naoroji, known as the ‘Grand Old Man of Indian Nationalism’, wrote the 

book Poverty and Un-British Rule of the British in India (1901). In this book, he 

put forward the concept of ‘drain of wealth’.
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Swadeshi and Boycott: The Extremist Politics

 After the final announcement of “partition of Bengal” in July 1905, the decision to

‘boycott’ British goods was taken up.

 Formal proclamation of the Swadeshi movement was made on August 7 1905 with the

passing of the ‘Boycott’ resolution in a meeting at the Calcutta town hall which brought

about the unification of the hitherto dispersed leadership.

 For the first time in the national movement there was the use of traditional and popular

festivals to reach the people.

 The Ganapati and Shivaji festivals in Maharashtra were employed by Tilak to draw the

masses to the movement and educate them about it.

 In Bengal the use of swadeshi songs was made to inspire the people. The popular theatre

form known as jatra was also used to spread nationalist feeling.
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The Revolutionary Movement

 Swadeshi dacoities and the assassination of Englishmen continued and there was a

marked increase in revolutionary activity. The Bengal revolutionary outfits united under

Jatin Mukherjee (Bagha Jatin) and planned large scale disruption of rail communications

and seizure of arms.

 Their long-term plans were cut short due to the capture of Bhagha Jatin by the police in

Balasore, Orissa.

 Ras Behari Bose and Sachin Sanyal plan was also a part of the Bengal revolutionary

movement. This group established contact with the Ghadr movement. The Ghadrites had

started coming back to India in large numbers.

 The Komagata Maru incident further inflamed passions. The ship Komagata Maru carrying

Sikh and Muslim passengers to Canada was turned away by the Canadian government

and reached Calcutta in September 1914. The passengers clashed with the police and 22

people were killed.
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Home Rule Movement

 A new thrust to the national movement came from the Home Rule Movement of Annie 

Besant and Tilak. Tilak worked from within the Congress to set up a kind of agitational 

network through his Home Rule League, which he set up in April 1916.

 At about the same time Theosophist leader Annie Besant rose to great prominence and 

proposed to start agitation for a great measure of self-government for the Indians. 

 Besant also proposed to set up a Home Rule League in the country modelled on the Irish 

Home Rule movement to spread awareness. Besant’s League was set up in September 

1916.

 The activities of the Home Rule Leagues were to organize discussions and reading rooms 

in cities, to circulate pamphlets and conduct lecture tours to sway public opinion.

 The Home Rule movement never spelled out the goal of complete independence, 

however they did focus on the oppression of colonial policy through its opposition to 

government policy, e.g., forest laws, liquor laws etc.
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The Gandhian Mass Movement

 The significance of Gandhi’s movement was his focus upon specific issues. Gandhi first 

achieved success in three movements in Champaran, Kheda and Ahmedabad respectively. 

 The first two were peasant movements and the last was a strike of the millworkers of 

Ahmedabad.

 The outcome of the Champaran movement was that the tinkathia system, under which 

the farmers had to cultivate indigo in 3/20th of their holdings, was abolished.

 The dispute between the workers and the owners had occurred due to the withdrawal of 

the ‘plague bonus’. The owners withdrew the bonus after the epidemic had passed and 

the workers opposed the withdrawal because of the rising prices after the War.
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The Gandhian Mass Movement

 After the Jallianwalla Bagh massacre , Gandhi contemplated a non-violent non-

cooperation movement.

 Gandhi based his struggle on a non-violent non-cooperation with the British 

rule. The non cooperation movement was an expression of the growing 

resentment of all classes of the Indian people against oppressive British rule. 

 Gandhi took up three specific points on which the movement was initiated: (a) 

the Khilafat wrong, (b) the Punjab wrong, and (c) Swaraj.
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INDIAN NATIONAL MOVEMENT

 Through these methods he led three major struggles- non-cooperation

movement (1920–22), civil-disobedience Movement (1930–34) and Quit India

Movement (1942).

THEN THERE WERE PROTESTS LIKE:

 Boycott of Simon Commission

 Civil Disobedience Movement

 Constitutional Reforms and The Congress Participation in Legislatures

 As the support system of the British began to be gradually eroded, they found it

impossible to rule India. The British therefore decided to initiate a process of

negotiations with the Indian leaders for a gradual transfer of power from the

British to Indian hands.

 The British finally left India in 1947. Indians become free from foreign rule on 15

August 1947.
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